
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IINNDDYY  PPFFLLAAGG  NNEEWWSS  

JULY 2010 

PFLAG meets the 2nd Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., July 11 from 2 to 4 pm at  

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86th St. 

July 11 Meeting 
  Our special guest in July will be Shannon Garcia, the 
President of TransYouth Family Allies, Inc. 
Shannon is a business owner and the mother of six 
children, including five boys and a beautiful 10 year 
old affirmed female daughter.  She speaks at 
schools, social service agencies, health care 
facilities, universities and conferences nationwide, 
educating and advocating on behalf of transgender 
and gender variant children and their families. 
    Shannon will share her personal story with us 
following our confidential sharing time.  Please join 
us!  
 

About TransYouth Family Allies 
Our Mission: 

TYFA empowers children and families by partnering 
with educators, service providers and communities, to 

develop supportive environments in which gender may be 
expressed and respected. 

Our Vision: 
We work to create a society free of suicide and violence 

in which ALL children are respected and celebrated. 
Specifically, TransYouth Family Allies will work to: 

Educate and inform schools, healthcare professionals, 
daycare centers, courts and legal representatives, child 
welfare agencies and communities about discrimination 
on the basis of gender identity or gender expression. 
Eliminate harassment, oppression, and violence 
motivated by ignorance, fear, and hatred of transgender 
children and youth. 
Work to inform citizens, including legislators about 
advances in medical science and current standards of care 
with regard to the legal status of transgendered and 
gender variant children. 
Work to form alliances with organizations and 
individuals to help achieve support services for the 
transgender and gender variant children of America, so 
that they and their families may find the services and 
support that they need to live their lives free of 
harassment and obstruction.       http://imatyfa.org/ 
 

Notes from Annette 

  Well, the excitement is over.  Indy PFLAG 
marched in the Indy Pride Parade o, and we also 
spent the day at our PFLAG booth, giving out 
information and selling buttons and bumper stickers.  
There was a lot of work that went into that day.  We 
stapled PFLAG labels on over 400 rainbow leis.  We 
brought all the material to the booth, and our 
husbands (what would we do without them) erected 
the booth.  We marched in the Pride Parade, and 
were moved by the greetings and love from 
spectators on the sidewalk.  All in all, it was a 
successful day. 
   Now we are in the process of getting back to work.  
Some of us are going down to Senator Lugar’s 
office to discuss ENDA with one of his aides.  We 
still are hoping that the senator will vote in favor of 
this bill.  This week, two of us are going to speak to 
a nursing school class in Greencastle, sharing our 
stories and giving the students a peek into the lives 
of GLBT people and their families. 
   For as much as we do, there is always more to do.  
We need our PFLAG members to help us educate 
the community.  We urge you to sit on panels, and 
to speak to corporations and college students.  The 
best way to fight homophobia is to share our real-life 
stories.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common 

experiences and provide support for each other. We listen and love. We help families have open, positive 

and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights. 
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You can help PFLAG move equality 
forward in just 5 minutes! 

That's all it takes to learn about an issue and 
send a letter to Congress or the media. 

Advocacy is a strong part of PFLAG's mission to 
move equality forward and your voice is critical to 
influence legislation on the state and federal level. 

Go to www.pflag.org/takeaction  to sign up to 
receive PFLAG Action Alerts. Then you’ll be sent 

all the news that's going on and receive updated 
alerts about issues such as Don’t Ask Don’t Tell 
and current pending legislation such as this one: 

Support the Every Child Deserves a Family Act 
 

   Today Senators Kirsten Gillibrand (NY-D) and 
Olympia Snowe (ME-R) introduced the Every Child 
Deserves a Family Act, a child welfare bill that takes 
into consideration the best interests of children in the 
foster care system. The bill would open up more 
permanent homes to foster youth by working with states 
to eliminate laws, policies, practices and procedures 
that exclude potential adoptive and foster parents 
because of their sexual orientation, gender identity or 
marital status. 
   As the Senate Finance Committee begins to review 
and analyze this bill, we need you to urge your 
representative to co-sponsor this critically important 
legislation that will help give foster children permanent, 
safe and supportive homes. 
   Take action now to tell your Senators to co-sponsor 
and pass the Every Child Deserves a Family Act. With 
more than 125,000 foster children across the US 
waiting to be adopted, no qualified parent should be 
denied and yet, some states have enacted discriminatory 
bans that prohibit children from being placed with 
qualified parents because of the parent's sexual 
orientation, gender identity or marital status. 
   Loving homes are on the line for far too many 
children seeking a permanent, safe and supportive home 
to call their own. Please take the time today to take 
action on this important child welfare issue. 

Speak out at www.pflag.org/takeaction 
 

 
 

When I was in the military they gave me a 
medal for killing two men and a discharge  

for loving one.   
~Epitaph of Leonard P. Matlovich, 1988 

(His tombstone, meant to be a memorial to all gay 
veterans, does not bear his name.)  

Homeless Youth Disproportionately LGBT 
By Celeste Lavin, 365gay.com  

   The Center for American Progress estimates in a 
new study that gay and transgender youth account for 
20-40 percent of homeless youth in the US, while only 
about 5-10 percent of the general youth population is 
LGBT. 
   The report comes just before the Obama 
administration is scheduled to release the first-ever 
national strategy to prevent and end homelessness. 
   The federal government’s budget for homeless-
assistance programs is $4.2 billion, plus the $1.5 
billion that President Obama included in the stimulus 
package last year. Out of that initial budget, 
only  $195 million is allocated to address youth 
homelessness, and an even smaller percentage of that 
goes specifically toward homeless youth who are on 
the streets without parents or other guardians. 
   The National Law Center on Homelessness and 
Poverty estimates that approximately 3.5 million 
people experience homelessness each year in the US, 
about half of them being youth. 
   The Center for American Progress study examines 
not only the numbers of youth that are on the streets 
or in shelters each night, but also what that means for 
these individuals. The report offers statistics about 
how domestic abuse and violence leads to 
homelessness and how homelessness can lead to 
involvement in drug and alcohol abuse and sex work 
for survival. 
   The report also suggests that there is a 
disproportionate number of homeless LGBT youth 
because families are banishing their gay and 
transgender children as they come out younger and 
younger. In New York, the report finds, the average 
age that a gay or lesbian youth becomes homeless is 
14.4 years old. 
   The White House has not indicated whether the new 
national strategy to end homelessness will address the 
disproportionate number of LGBT homeless youth. 
 
 
Indy PFLAG Scholarship Deadline is July 15! 

 
You’ll find applications online at 

http://indypflag.org/Scholarship/Scholarship.htm 
 

Questions?  E-mail info@indypflag.org 
 

To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact: 

*Annette (317) 872-1385  *Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126  *info@indypflag.org 

Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633      www.indypflag.org 


