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PFLAG meets the 2™ Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., August 10 from 2 to 4 pm at
St. Luke's United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86™ St.
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experiences and provide support for each other. We

Last week | was on the phone with a good friend of
mine, someone who has known my gay son since he was
5 years old. We were having a very nice conversation
when all of a sudden she used “those words” — “it was so
gay”! Needless to say, | was shocked. But | was not
shocked enough to not use my big guns — | told her
exactly how | felt. |told her that what she said was wrong
and that it was homophobic. @ She stuttered and
stammered, and tried to talk her way out of it. “Oh, it's
nothing, it's what everybody says.” | would have none of
it. “No”, | told her, “it's wrong. When you talk like that you
are saying bad things about my son. | will not tolerate it.”
Again, she tried to make light of it, but | would not back
down. | told her I didn't want her ever again to say those
words in my presence. | said | cannot stop her from
saying what she wants when I’'m not around, but | would
hope she would think before she spoke.

She didn’t apologize, but | could tell she knew | was
right. That's the neat thing about standing up for our
“cause.” We know we are right. We know we are right to
stand up for our children. No one can stop us from loving
and defending our GLBT Kids.

It's one thing to argue these points with legislators and
politicians. But it's another to take a stand when talking
to friends and family. We always run the risk of losing a
friendship or a close relationship. But what choice do we
have? What choice do our children have? They need us
as a bridge to the straight community — to people who
may not know the right words to say. Believe me, | did
not like having to say what | did to my friend. But | hope
that by doing so, | might have changed her perceptions.
Maybe in the future she’ll think before she speaks. And
who knows, maybe the next time SHE hears someone
use those words, she’ll be the one to defend the GLBT
community. | can only hope.

Saturday, August 9, 2008 — 12 noon to 8 pm
Oscar Charleston Park (30" & Rural) Indianapolis
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Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common

listen and love. We help families have open, positive

and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights.
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: | - /° We’re collecting again this year for supplies needed
B : [ by IYG. Please take a look at the list below and bring
/ i ’ ot ! your donation to our August or September meeting.
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To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact:

*Sarah (317) 545-7034

Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633

*Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126

*info@indypflag.org
www.indypflag.org




