
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear PFLAG'ers, 
 

 

IINNDDYY  PPFFLLAAGG  NNEEWWSS  

AUGUST 2008 

PFLAG meets the 2nd Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., August 10 from 2 to 4 pm at  

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86th St. 

AUGUST 10 MEETI�G 
   At our August meeting, we’ll welcome Scott Keller, who 
served on the Indianapolis City-County Council from 2004-
2007.  Scott is currently Commissioner of the Metropolitan 
Development Commission of the Dept. of Metropolitan 
Development and has been an appraiser of personal property 
for 18 years.  He’s a graduate of Park Tudor School and IU 
Bloomington, and has attended the University of London and 
Oxford University.  Scott is co-chair of the Indiana Equality 
Political Action Committee and a board member of the Indiana 
Equality Education Fund.  He is a friend of the Human Rights 
Campaign, Lambda Legal and PFLAG and was a proud co-
sponsor of the Human Rights Ordinance ultimately passed by 
the City-County Council in December of 2005! 
   Scott will speak on “A Republican’s View of the HRO 
Struggle and the Fight for Equal Rights.”  As an exemplary 
straight ally, Scott will tell us about the behind-the-scenes 
struggle in the Republican Council Caucus, the Governor’s 
Office and the then County Chair – where fright at a mass 
emailing prevailed over the truth – and where the Republican 
Party goes from here.  Scott will speak following our 
confidential sharing time. 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Indiana PFLAG State Meeting 

Saturday, Sept. 27, 2008 
Circle Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, 181 W. 57th St., 

Indianapolis (one block east of Michigan Road) 
10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

   Indy PFLAG is planning to sponsor a statewide meeting in 
September.  The registration will be $20 to cover lunch and 
copying expenses and other materials.  
   Peter Ji will be our featured presenter. Peter is a Research 
Assistant Professor at the Dept. of Psychology at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago.  Some of our members heard 
him speak at a National PFLAG convention.  We are excited 
that he has agreed to come to Indianapolis and speak to us. 
Peter has taught an honors course that requires his students 
to involve themselves in GLBT advocacy. He will discuss his 
student’s experiences and how their stories on becoming a 
straight ally can help others to become allies.  

Look for more information to come! 

 

�otes from Annette 
   Last week I was on the phone with a good friend of 
mine, someone who has known my gay son since he was 
5 years old.  We were having a very nice conversation 
when all of a sudden she used “those words” – “it was so 
gay”!  Needless to say, I was shocked.  But I was not 
shocked enough to not use my big guns – I told her 
exactly how I felt.  I told her that what she said was wrong 
and that it was homophobic.  She stuttered and 
stammered, and tried to talk her way out of it.  “Oh, it’s 
nothing, it’s what everybody says.”  I would have none of 
it.  “No”, I told her, “it’s wrong. When you talk like that you 
are saying bad things about my son.  I will not tolerate it.”  
Again, she tried to make light of it, but I would not back 
down.  I told her I didn’t want her ever again to say those 
words in my presence.  I said I cannot stop her from 
saying what she wants when I’m not around, but I would 
hope she would think before she spoke. 
   She didn’t apologize, but I could tell she knew I was 
right.  That’s the neat thing about standing up for our 
“cause.” We know we are right.  We know we are right to 
stand up for our children. No one can stop us from loving 
and defending our GLBT kids. 
   It’s one thing to argue these points with legislators and 
politicians.  But it’s another to take a stand when talking 
to friends and family.  We always run the risk of losing a 
friendship or a close relationship.  But what choice do we 
have?  What choice do our children have?  They need us 
as a bridge to the straight community – to people who 
may not know the right words to say.  Believe me, I did 
not like having to say what I did to my friend.  But I hope 
that by doing so, I might have changed her perceptions.  
Maybe in the future she’ll think before she speaks.  And 
who knows, maybe the next time SHE hears someone 
use those words, she’ll be the one to defend the GLBT 
community.  I can only hope. 
 

4th Annual Indiana Black Pride Festival 
Saturday, August 9, 2008 – 12 noon to 8 pm 

Oscar Charleston Park (30th & Rural) Indianapolis 
Featuring vendors, food and great entertainment! Indiana Black 
Pride is a grassroots organization dedicated to efforts that 
nurture pride and unity within the African-American same-
gender-loving gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender community. 

Stop by the Indy PFLAG booth and visit for awhile! 
 

Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common 

experiences and provide support for each other. We listen and love. We help families have open, positive 

and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights. 

 



In the coming weeks, PFLAG may have an important opportunity for 
families affected by anti-GLBT hate crimes to speak out in a significant 
way.  
 
We are looking for families, impacted by a hate crime, who would be 
willing to work with PFLAG's field & policy and communications 
departments to tell their stories. We would like to talk to you, learn 
more about your story, and discuss how you may be able to help with this 
potentially hi-visibility project.  
 
We are also interested in hearing from individuals or families who have 
been the victim of an anti-LGBT assault in school.  
 
If you, or someone your chapter has been in contact with, have an 
experience to share, please contact us. You can email Steve Ralls, 
PFLAG's director of communications, at sralls@pflag. org, or Elizabeth 
Brown, our field & policy director, at ebrown@pflag. org. And please 
distribute this message to anyone who you believe may be interested in 
participating. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Steve 

INDY PFLAG         AUGUST 2008 

 

Please join Indy PFLAG and special guests for drinks and 
appetizers! Invite your family members, friends and 
neighbors to come out, speak up and join in as we kick off 
our Straight for Equality project.  Brooke Smith, Field & 
Policy Coordinator from National PFLAG, will be there to 
speak about this PFLAG countrywide initiative.   

We’re asking Indy PFLAG members to make a list of people 
you’d like to invite and send names with addresses to 
pflagparty@aol.com.  We’ll send an invitation asking them 
to join us Friday evening at Indy PFLAG President Mimi 
Jacobs’ home.  Let us know that you’ll be there, too, by 
RSVPing to pflagparty@aol.com.  (This isn’t a fundraiser, 
but we won’t turn down donations.)   

Straight for Equality is not about politics, protests, or 
confrontations.  It is about starting everyday conversations 
that can gradually change attitudes and broaden the 
understanding that GLBT rights are everyone’s concern.  
(www.straightforequality.org)   

Minnesota to Follow Mass. and Calif. in Same-Sex           
Marriage?                                                                           

Minnesota’s gay and lesbian couples have begun organizing a 
lawsuit similar to the ones that overturned same-sex marriage 
bans in Massachusetts and California, the Twin Cities’ Daily 

Planet reported Sunday. 
“Gays and lesbians face legal costs to get legal documents such 

as hospital visitation, care decisions, and so on -- all that are 
granted by marriage,” Duane Benson told the Planet. Benson and 
his partner, Doug, are one of the couples looking to sue the state.                                                          

“We want a critical mass of couples involved,” Doug told the 
Planet. So far, the Bensons are joined by three other couples and 

are hoping for a group of nearly 30 couples by August 15 in order 
to bring a successful suit.                                                            

While couples who sign on can expect to pay up to $1,000 in 
legal costs, the Bensons think it’s well worth it. “In Doug's and 
my case, we pay $3,000 more a year in taxes because we are not 

spouses,” Duane told the Planet.                                                                                             
And it’s not just about the money for this Minnesota couple. “The 

point we want to make is to make sure equality is pursued 
wherever we can pursue it,” Doug told the Planet. “Because we 

can’t sit around waiting for this to happen. We want this to 
become a reality here at home, and we are trying through the 

courts as well as through the legislature…. We have waited long 
enough.” (The Advocate) 

Bring Donations for Indiana Youth Group 
   IYG provides a safe place, a confidential 
environment, youth development programs and support 
services which foster personal strength and wellness 
among self-identified lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender young people. IYG advocates on their 
behalf in schools, on the streets, and in the community. 
   We’re collecting again this year for supplies needed 
by IYG.  Please take a look at the list below and bring 
your donation to our August or September meeting.            
Office supplies: File folders, Hanging files, HP black 
56 and 65, and color 57 ink cartridges, Ink cartridges 
for Epson Stylus Photo R300 printer, Laminating 
machine and sheets, Paper pads (8 Â½ x 11 & legal 
size), Pens       
Art Supplies: Canvasses, Craft supplies (string, beads, 
etc.), Drawing paper, Art markers, Paint, Paint brushes, 
Professional artwork (for our annual Art Auction)                                                   
Youth Activity Center: AA & AAA batteries, Dish 
cloths, kitchen towels, sponges, Drano or Liquid 
Plumber, Endust or Pledge, First aid supplies, 
Flashlights, Frozen entrees and healthy snacks, 16 x 20 
and 16 x 25 furnace filters, Charcoal grills, Liquid hand 
soap, 30 or 35 gal. drawstring lawn trash bags, 9 oz. 
plastic cups, Soda in cans, 10 oz. Styrofoam cups, Tall 
kitchen drawstring garbage bags, Toilet bowl cleaner, 
Vacuum cleaner replacement bags . Kenmore 50651 
 

PFLAG Support for Transgender People &  
Their Families 

  Transgender people have been included in PFLAG’s 
support network for over a decade. Our Transgender 
Network (TNET) includes contacts and regional 
coordinators for all of our chapters around the 
country.  Their primary mission has been to educate 
our members and allies about transgender issues – a 
subject foreign to many, including those parents and 
significant others surprised by the coming out of a 
transgender loved one.   
   While transgender people have similar needs with 
regard to support in coming out, education and 
advocacy as do gay, lesbian and bisexual people, there 
are some basic differences that might require family 
and friends to step beyond their comfort levels.                                                                                          
PFLAG TNET focuses on support for transgender 
people and their parents, families, and friends; 
education on transgender facts and issues; and 
advocacy for equal rights for the transgender 
community at local and national levels.   

Learn more about TNET at: 
http://community.pflag.org/NETCOMMUNITY/ 

 
To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact: 
*Sarah (317) 545-7034  *Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126  *info@indypflag.org 

Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633      www.indypflag.org 

Join Us at Indy PFLAG’s  
Straight for Equality Kick-Off  

Friday, Sept. 26,  6 – 9 pm 


