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PFLAG meets the 2™ Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., June 8 from 2 to 4 pm at
St. Luke's United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86™ St.

Our June meeting program will be Christa Peters and
she will be speaking about Aging and the GLBT
Community. Christa Peters currently works for the
local Area Agency on Aging in their In-Home
Services Department. Christa has worked in a
variety of long term care settings and with varying
populations. Christa recently completed a Masters in
Gerontology from the University of Indianapolis
where she focused on aging issues related to the
LGBT community. Christa created an educational
tool designed for nursing facilities regarding LGBT
aging because long term care has been proven to be
more homophobic than the general health care
system. Christa has been actively working toward
education and advocacy regarding the provision of
services for those receiving care and those providing
care for the aged.
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From 6:30 to 8:30 pm in Fellowship Hall (off the main
lobby)

Pride Skate '08
June 8, 6:30 — 8:30 pm
Featuring the Naptown Roller Girls at Skateland
Roller Skating Rink, 3902 N. Glen Arm Rd.
Adult admission: $8.00; Youth and Children:
$4.00

Notes from Annette

Get out your walking shoes, put on your PFLAG t-
shirt and join us on Saturday, June 14" for the
Indy Pride Parade and Festival! Yes, it's that time
of year again!l PFLAG moms and dads, along with
Straight  Allies, will be marching along
Massachusetts Avenue, along with many other
GLBT groups.

Marching in Pride has become one of the
highlights of being a PFLAG mom for me. It
solidifies the love and pride | have for my gay son.
It also allows me to share that love with all of my
GLBT friends — to show them that | care about them
and support them. There is also another little perk |
get. As we march, many people along the parade
route call out to us PFLAG moms and dads, telling
us how much they love and appreciate us. Of
course the tears begin to roll down my cheeks, as |
think of the many GLBT youth who don’t have
accepting parents. Us PFLAG parents have
become the families they wish they had. It's a very
warm and humbling experience!

So show your love and support for your GLBT
loved one and come march with us! Then join us at
the PFLAG booth as we give away rainbow leis,
PFLAG literature, buttons and bumper-stickers.
And help us spread the love a little bit!
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Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common

experiences and provide support for each other. We

listen and love. We help families have open, positive

and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights.
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2007 Welcoming Christian Church Report

The annual www.gaychurch.org welcoming Christian
church report is finally out and the results are astounding!
The “rainbow revival’ has been exponentially growing and
no sign of let up is in sight. Where is this growth occurring?
Which denominations are leading the way? How does this
growth compare to earlier years? It's all here in a new
article titled “2007 Welcoming Church Survey”.

Or type into your web browser:
http://www.gaychurch.org/The_Word/Welcoming_Church_
Report/2007_welcoming_church_survey.htm

Note: all of the previous Church survey reports are
located in the section titled "Welcoming Church

Report".
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This morning, the California State Supreme Court took a
bold and unequivocal stand for our families by extending
full marriage equality to our gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender loved ones. The 4-3 decision, which can be
read in its entirety here, is an historic step forward in our
struggle for full civil rights and a society that celebrates
every family.

Today's ruling marks an historic turning point for families
in California and across our nation. The court has taken an
unmistakable stand in favor of 'liberty and justice for all,
and struck down any notion that some families are less
worthy of full legal recognition than others. PFLAG
congratulates our allies on the ground in California, and
salutes our members and our families in the state, who have
worked so hard for this day. We are more motivated than
ever to see full equality extended to every member of our
family, in California, Massachusetts and every community
in-between. We will not rest until every American enjoys
every right, responsibility and privilege afforded by our
constitution.

We know, however, that much work remains to be done,
and that those who oppose equality will be out, in full-
force, to roll-back the gains we have made today. That's
why PFLAG is also committed to working with our
supporters in California to defeat an expected anti-marriage
ballot initiative in November. We have come too far, and
our GLBT loved ones are too important, to allow the forces
of prejudice and discrimination to move us backward in our
struggle for equality.

Presidential Candidates On Same-Sex Marriage
01, C ! 2, Posted: May 16, 2008 - 10:30 am ET
(Washington) When it comes to same-sex marriage there are
few differences in the positions of John McCain, Hillary
Clinton and Barack Obama. All three are opposed but would
grant varying rights to gay and lesbian couples. And all three
oppose amending the US constitution to bar same-sex
marriage. Clinton would amend the Federal Defense of
Marriage Act that was signed into law while her husband
was president to remove sections that bar the federal
government from providing benefits to same-sex couples.
Obama would repeal the law altogether and permit civil
unions. McCain would follow the Clinton lead by leaving in
place the section barring the government from recognizing
gay marriage but he would support benefits for same-sex
pairs. McCain voted both times against his party when the
proposed constitutional amendment came to a vote in the
Senate, calling the measure "un-Republican”.

Following Thursday's ruling by the California Supreme

Court striking down that state's ban on same-sex marriage
both Obama and Clinton released carefully worded
statements saying it was an issue for the states. McCain said
it should not be a decision for judges to take. All three have
been consistent since the campaign began.
Last August during a presidential forum on Logo-television,
the network which owns 365Gay, Obama pushed civil
unions. "Civil union that provides all the benefits for a
legally sanctioned marriage,” said Obama. In the same forum
Clinton called it an issue for individual states to decide, a
position she later repeated on the Ellen DeGeneres TV show.
"I've always believed that marriage should be left to the
states, because that's where it's always been,” Clinton told
DeGeneres on April 7.

Perhaps the only surprise has come from Libertarian
presidential candidate Bob Barr - the man who while a
Republican Congressman was the author of the Federal
Defense of Marriage Act. Barr said late Thursday he has no
problem with the California high court ruling. “Regardless of
whether one supports or opposes same sex marriage, the
decision to recognize such unions or not ought to be a power
each state exercises on its own, rather than imposition of a
one-size-fits-all mandate by the federal government (as
would be required by a Federal Marriage Amendment which
has been previously proposed and considered by the
Congress),” Barr said in a statement.. "The decision today
by the Supreme Court of California properly reflects this
fundamental principle of federalism on which our nation was
founded.”

“As much as the social conservatives might not
like to hear it, there will be a time when your
grandchildren say: ‘What was the argument with

gay marriage? Who cares?’”
— Jim Kolbe, U.S. Rep. (R-Ariz.), December 29, 2006

To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact:

*Sarah (317) 545-7034

*Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126
Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633

*info@indypflag.org
www.indypflag.org




