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PFLAG meets the 2™ Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., July 13 from 2 to 4 pm at
St. Luke's United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86™ St.

There are more challenges to being the parent of a

1 L | GLBT child than a straight child. | believe part of it is

# # because of the way society views homosexuality. While

$ # T T ¢ many of us may not be in the closet, we are more
sensitive to the words and actions of others.

For instance, I’m going on a trip with my husband’s old
4 4 college friends in a few months. One of them is, well,
let’s say he has a tendency to be politically incorrect. So
already, | am forming in my mind responses to anything
he may say that could be perceived as homophobic. If
D, ( # # my son were straight, | would not be forming a potential
plan. But I’'m already on guard and thinking “what if?”

# v (2 B | find this incredibly sad. My son is as good as anyone.

Why should I be thinking this way? If only society were

- on board and didn’t use GLBT people as fodder for their

« -- humor. When will it be totally politically incorrect to

' 3 ) "/ make gay jokes?
D
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.5 - %6 One way to counteract this is to ask our friends,
5 families, neighbors and co-workers to become Straight
1 " Allies. By learning about the issues and challenges that
GLBT people and their families face, they can become
3 171 # advocates. They can see the difficulties our children face
# $ " and help erase some of the prejudice in the world.

" 4 All we have to do is ask them to log onto
T www.straightforequality.org. It’s that easy. And maybe
in the not-so-distant future parents like myself won’t
have to put potential responses to hateful words in place.
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# Saturday, August 9, 2008 — 12 noon to 8 pm
B YA # Oscar Charleston Park (30" & Rural)
# - ( Indianapolis, Indiana
- # - # # _ :

=171 ' # 8 7 7 _ g ' ##

Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common
experiences and provide support for each other. We listen and love. We help families have open, positive
and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights.
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By a unanimous vote at our last business meeting, it was
decided to dedicate our annual scholarship to the memory
of Indy PFLAG member, Dianna Roark. Anyone wishing
to donate in Dianna’s memory to the $500 base amount of
our scholarship may do so by sending their contribution to

the address below. Please note that it should go to the
Dianna Roark Memorial Scholarship fund.
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The Indianapolis PFLAG Chapter is pleased to be able to

offer a $500 scholarship for the 2008 - 2009 academic year.

This scholarship is available to any student who has been
accepted to an accredited institution of higher education or
to a vocational institution. $
%& *() !""# The award will be paid to the recipient by
September 1, 2008, after receipt of proof of enrollment.
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e Be aresident of Indiana

e Be a graduating high school senior or hold a high
school diploma or a GED

o Self identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or
transgender

o Demonstrate an interest in service to the
LGBTcommunity

o Have been accepted to an accredited institution of
higher education or to a vocational institution.
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o Completed scholarship application form

e Two letters of recommendation

e An essay (no more than 2 pages) discussing either
your life as an LGBT student or how you have
been involved in the LGBT community

Please send your completed application packet to the
following address postmarked no later than %& *() ""'#

Indianapolis PFLAG Scholarship
P. O. Box 441633
Indianapolis, IN 46244-1633

All candidates will be notified of the outcome of their
applications by August 15, 2008.
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Visit us at www.indypflag.org
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- # 3 " Our own Annette

Gross had a post on the site recently! E
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There’s interest in having a support meeting for
young people who love someone who is LGBT.
Anyone under the age of 21 who is a sibling, child,
relative or friend and would like to come together
with others to talk about support, education and
advocacy would qualify. We’re planning the first
meeting as a sub-group at our regular Jan. 10
meeting. If you know of anyone who’s interested,
please let them know of this upcoming group
meeting. Thanks!

To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact:

*Sarah (317) 545-7034

Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633

*Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126

*info@indypflag.org
www.indypflag.org




