
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear PFLAG'ers, 
 

 

IINNDDYY  PPFFLLAAGG  NNEEWWSS  

JULY 2008 

PFLAG meets the 2nd Sunday of each month. The next meeting will be Sun., July 13 from 2 to 4 pm at  

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in the Youth Wing (North door), just west of Meridian on 86th St. 

JULY 13 MEETING 

Please join us in July when our speaker will be Mary    
Byrne, Executive Director of Indiana Youth Group.  IYG is 
an activity center for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender 
and questioning youth and their allies ages 12 - 21.  The 
activity center is open Wednesday and Thursday 
evenings, 3 – 9 PM and Friday evenings, 3 PM to 
midnight.  During the summer the center will also be 
open on Saturdays 6 PM to midnight.  Support groups 
and educational programs are mainly scheduled on 
Wednesday and Thursday evenings and focus on dating 
and relationships, the coming-out process, transgender 
youth challenges and LGBTQ awareness.  IYG is a safe 
place for our youth to build self-confidence, explore 
individualism, and develop friendships.   Mary has been 
active in the Indy LGBT community for years and 
presently co-owns Out Word Bound bookstore.  She 
produced the National Women’s Music Festival for 17 
years and owned a women’s bar and restaurant called 
Labyris before that. 

 
Our Indy PFLAG meetings are divided between time for 
sharing, support and questioning, and an informative 
presentation by a member or an outside speaker. No 
one attending should feel pressured to speak up in the 
group. There is a lot to be gained simply by attending 
and listening. At our meetings we have available a 
lending library that contains many books and videos. 
 
Each person who attends Indy PFLAG meetings has the 
right to expect, and the responsibility to extend, 
openness and confidentiality. PFLAG meetings are a safe 
place to share feelings and discuss problems. The 
identities of all persons and what is said at the meetings 
are kept strictly confidential. 
 
PFLAG is a non-profit organization and is not affiliated 
with any religious or political institutions.  Even if you're 
not sure that you need PFLAG, remember that  PFLAG 
NEEDS YOU! 

�otes from Annette 
   There are more challenges to being the parent of a 
GLBT child than a straight child.  I believe part of it is 
because of the way society views homosexuality.  While 
many of us may not be in the closet, we are more 
sensitive to the words and actions of others. 
   For instance, I’m going on a trip with my husband’s old 
college friends in a few months.  One of them is, well, 
let’s say he has a tendency to be politically incorrect.  So 
already, I am forming in my mind responses to anything 
he may say that could be perceived as homophobic.  If 
my son were straight, I would not be forming a potential 
plan.  But I’m already on guard and thinking “what if?” 
   I find this incredibly sad.  My son is as good as anyone.  
Why should I be thinking this way?  If only society were 
on board and didn’t use GLBT people as fodder for their 
humor.  When will it be totally politically incorrect to 
make gay jokes? 
   One way to counteract this is to ask our friends, 
families, neighbors and co-workers to become Straight 
Allies.  By learning about the issues and challenges that 
GLBT people and their families face, they can become 
advocates.  They can see the difficulties our children face 
and help erase some of the prejudice in the world.   
   All we have to do is ask them to log onto 
www.straightforequality.org. It’s that easy.  And maybe 
in the not-so-distant future parents like myself won’t 
have to put potential responses to hateful words in place. 
 
 
 

4th Annual Indiana Black Pride Festival 
Saturday, August 9, 2008 – 12 noon to 8 pm 

Oscar Charleston Park (30
th

 & Rural) 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Featuring vendors, food and great entertainment! 
Indiana Black Pride is a grassroots organization 

dedicated to efforts that nurture pride and unity within 
the African-American same-gender-loving gay, lesbian, 

bisexual, transgender community. 
 

Indy PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays) is a group of people who share common 

experiences and provide support for each other. We listen and love. We help families have open, positive 

and loving relationships with GLBT children and we work for their civil and human rights. 

 



In the coming weeks, PFLAG may have an important opportunity for 
families affected by anti-GLBT hate crimes to speak out in a significant 
way.  
 
We are looking for families, impacted by a hate crime, who would be 
willing to work with PFLAG's field & policy and communications 
departments to tell their stories. We would like to talk to you, learn 
more about your story, and discuss how you may be able to help with this 
potentially hi-visibility project.  
 
We are also interested in hearing from individuals or families who have 
been the victim of an anti-LGBT assault in school.  
 
If you, or someone your chapter has been in contact with, have an 
experience to share, please contact us. You can email Steve Ralls, 
PFLAG's director of communications, at sralls@pflag. org, or Elizabeth 
Brown, our field & policy director, at ebrown@pflag. org. And please 
distribute this message to anyone who you believe may be interested in 
participating. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Steve 

INDY PFLAG         JULY 2008 
On the Dianna Roark Memorial Scholarship:               

By a unanimous vote at our last business meeting, it was 
decided to dedicate our annual scholarship to the memory 
of Indy PFLAG member, Dianna Roark.  Anyone wishing 
to donate in Dianna’s memory to the $500 base amount of 
our scholarship may do so by sending their contribution to 

the address below. Please note that it should go to the 
Dianna Roark Memorial Scholarship fund. 

Indy PFLAG Scholarship - 2008                                        
The Indianapolis PFLAG Chapter is pleased to be able to 

offer a $500 scholarship for the 2008 - 2009 academic year. 
This scholarship is available to any student who has been 

accepted to an accredited institution of higher education or 
to a vocational institution. The application deadline is 

July 15, 2008. The award will be paid to the recipient by 
September 1, 2008, after receipt of proof of enrollment. 

In order to be eligible for these funds, you must meet 
the following requirements: 

• Be a resident of Indiana 
• Be a graduating high school senior or hold a high 

school diploma or a GED  
• Self identify as gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 

transgender 
• Demonstrate an interest in service to the 

LGBTcommunity 
• Have been accepted to an accredited institution of 

higher education or to a vocational institution. 

You must provide the following documents: 

• Completed scholarship application form  
• Two letters of recommendation  
• An essay (no more than 2 pages) discussing either 

your life as an LGBT student or how you have 
been involved in the LGBT community  

Please send your completed application packet to the 
following address postmarked no later than July 15, 2008: 

Indianapolis PFLAG Scholarship  
P. O. Box 441633 

Indianapolis, IN 46244-1633 

All candidates will be notified of the outcome of their 
applications by August 15, 2008. 

Forms can be accessed via our website: 
http://www.indypflag.org/Scholarship/Scholarship.htm 

Have you checked out our Indy PFLAG  

website lately? 

Dick Patterson has done a fantastic job adding 
new features and information to our website.  
Here are a few of the things you’ll find there: 

� Speaker’s Bureau link 
� Straight for Equality project link (if you 

haven’t already signed on, do it now!) 
� 2007 National PFLAG Convention Reports 
� Indy PFLAG Scrapbook stories 
� Indy PFLAG Scholarship information (past 

and current) 
� Indy PFLAG 20 year history 
� Current and past newsletters 
� Links to organizations promoting equality 
� A recommended reading list & other 

educational resources 
� A membership form you can print and 

send 
� Links to Indiana PFLAG chapters and to 

National PFLAG 
� News and photos about what we’ve been 

busy doing 
Visit us at www.indypflag.org 

 
And did you know that there’s a National  

PFLAG blog? 
At http://pflagblog.blogspot.com/ you’ll find 
important information and news, like PFLAG’s 
press release following the California court 
decision on marriage equality.  Our own Annette 

Gross had a post on the site recently! Keep current 
on PFLAG news by checking it often. 
 
 
There’s interest in having a support meeting for 
young people who love someone who is LGBT.  
Anyone under the age of 21 who is a sibling, child, 
relative or friend and would like to come together 
with others to talk about support, education and 
advocacy would qualify.  We’re planning the first 
meeting as a sub-group at our regular Jan. 10 
meeting.  If you know of anyone who’s interested, 
please let them know of this upcoming group 
meeting.  Thanks! 

To talk with a parent who also has a gay son or lesbian daughter & to learn more about Indy PFLAG, please contact: 
*Sarah (317) 545-7034  *Charlene/Oran (317) 897-0126  *info@indypflag.org 

Indianapolis PFLAG, P.O. Box 441633, Indianapolis IN 46244-1633      www.indypflag.org 


